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T
he Corinthian church struggled to 
discover who they were in Christ in 
relation to the culture from which 
they had come. Paul responded with 

a reminder of the power of the resurrection of 
Christ and its impact on believers. To this day, 
the epistle packs a powerful punch, often leaving 
our minds swirling as we seek to understand how 
those instructions relate to our lives today. 

 Our theme verse offers a strong clue. 
This verse falls between Paul’s reminder of 
the resurrection and his practical instructions 
regarding an offering being collected for the 
believers in Jerusalem. On the surface, the 
statement appears to be thrown in haphazardly, but, in reality, it offers a perfect hinge. 

Paul refers to “the work of the Lord” and labor that “is not in vain.” What is this 
work of the Lord? If we look backward, we see that it is a rightful handling of the 
message Paul brought when the Corinthian church was founded, that “Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was 
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). The 
Corinthians were to abound in His work by constantly keeping this message 
before them. Paul’s instructions regarding the offering provided a concrete 
example of going above and beyond the norm of the culture, abounding 
in His work in practical ways. 

How powerfully this communicates to us today! Our specific 
circumstances are different from those of the Corinthian church. 
Even so, we face the same underlying struggles. We are tempted 
to merge with the culture around us instead of being set 
apart. We struggle with complacency; we become lax in our 
moral standards; and we fail to walk in light of the reality 
of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. The urgency 
to share that truth with the lost is missing. We, too, 
must be reminded to “be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.”

Following this command requires that we go above and 
beyond the normal daily routine of our lives. We must:

 ; Remain solidly standing on the Word of God, not forgetting 
the truths that have been imparted to us.

 ; Actively share the Gospel through word and deed.
 ; Give willingly of our all—our finances, time, energy, hearts 

and relationships.
Each year, we see examples of this obedience in 

Arkansans who have gone above and beyond, abounding in 
the work of the Lord. These are not super Christians with a 
unique call. Instead, they are people just like us—brothers 
and sisters from our own churches and communities. 
Read on for examples of mission opportunities in which 
Arkansans participated during the past year.

“THEREFORE, MY BELOVED 

BROTHERS, BE STEADFAST, 

IMMOVABLE,  ALWAYS 

ABOUNDING IN THE WORK 

OF THE LORD, KNOWING 

THAT IN THE LORD YOUR 

LABOR IS NOT IN VAIN.” 

—1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

ABSC.ORG/DIXIE JACKSON
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PLANNING YOUR  
CHURCH ’S PARTICIPATION

 ; Pray now and throughout the process.
 ; Read the Planning Guide and other materials available at 

absc.org/dixiejackson. Decide which ideas to use in your church.
 ; Reserve appropriate dates on your church calendar for the Week of Prayer, 

age-level studies, missions projects, and other activities.
 ; Enlist volunteers to help with publicity, age-level studies, and missions 

activities.
 ; Enlist people to give missions testimonies. Ask your pastor to preach a 

missional sermon. Invite a guest speaker to promote Arkansas missions 
and the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering (see info on page 8).

 ; Set a goal for your church’s offering.
 ; Order prayer guides and offering envelopes. Decide how you will distribute 

these materials.
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Reagan McCormick
Crosspointe Church
Bryant

COVER
Latravius Hill

Watson Chapel 
Pine Bluff



IN-STATE MISSIONS 
PROJECTS

So often, Arkansas Baptists 
know how to give cooperatively 
to support missions work around 
the state, country, and world, 
but have no idea where to begin 
personally in response to God’s 
command to abound in the work 
of the Lord. This is where the 
In-State Missions Projects come 

into play. The Arkansas Baptist State Convention offers resources and 
information for individuals, families, Sunday school classes, and entire 
churches in search of a place to serve. This information is available online 
at absc.org/armissionprojects or by calling the Missions Team at the 
ABSC. As part of the process, everyone is encouraged to begin with prayer. 
We have an urgent responsibility to go and serve, and prayer aligns us with 
His character and His heart, directing us to serve right where He wants us 
to go!

ACTS 1:8 ONE DAY 
MISSION TRIP

Many of the missions 
opportunities available in 
Arkansas come together in one 
place every year through the 
Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip. 
Last October, more than 1,800 
Arkansas Baptists spread out 
across 107 ministry sites in the  
Fort Smith area. These one-day 

missionaries prayer walked the city; hosted fishing derbies; served the 
community through yard work, home repair, and laundry service; manned 
block parties and children’s sites; distributed food and medical services; 
and shared the Gospel with many people. By the end of the day, 67 souls 
had come to Christ and hundreds of others had been introduced to His love 
and care through Arkansas Baptists who chose to give of their time and 
energy to go above and beyond the daily norm of life.

MISSIONS MADE POSSIBLE  
THROUGH DIXIE JACKSON

WHO WAS  
MRS. DIXIE JACKSON?
Dixie Jackson, the woman for whom the annual Arkansas Missions Offering was 
named, was a beautiful example of living the Gospel. Access to formal biblical 
training was limited in the town of Dardanelle, Arkansas, where Dixie and her 
husband James lived and raised their family. But she was passionate to learn and 
wasted no opportunity to study Scripture on her own. For Mrs. Jackson, living the 
Gospel meant firmly grounding herself in the Word of God as she raised eight children 
and served in her church.
     In 1914, two years after the death of her husband, Mrs. Jackson accepted a 
full-time position with the Arkansas chapter of the Women’s Missionary Union. She 
passionately applied herself to the work, but her greatest fulfillment came from 
traveling the state, training women, and spreading the word about Arkansas Baptist 
missions efforts. 
     Mrs. Jackson’s passion for missions urged her to enlist the help of the state WMU 
president to establish a Week of Prayer for Arkansas state missions. Held in 1926, 
this first Week of Prayer was so successful that it was repeated the next year. Before 
Dixie Jackson passed away from an illness in early 1929, she had the privilege of 
seeing an offering added to the third annual week of prayer, with more than $1,000 
being collected to aid mission projects statewide.
     Dixie Jackson’s investment in Arkansas Baptist women and missions lit a passion 
that has remained vibrant through the years. In 1935, the annual offering was named 
the Dixie Jackson Offering for State Missions in memory of this incredible woman. 
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Jackie James
Highland Drive Baptist Church
Jonesboro
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E4CALL
Throughout the 
state each summer, 
young adults who 
sense a call to 
ministry partner with 
Arkansas churches 
to serve a summer 
internship under 
the mentorship 

and guidance of a local sponsor. Larry Toller, pastor of 
First Baptist Church Gould, and Tarvoris “Tee” Uzoigwe, 
BCM director at the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, 
discovered that the impact of the E4Call ministry can stretch 
far beyond the confines of a summer internship. The members 
of FBC had committed to be open to the Lord’s leadership 
and to interactions across racial lines. They honored that 
commitment by going above and beyond the cultural 
expectations of their town when they welcomed two African-
American interns, Latravius Hill and Sanorris Garrett, into their 
congregation. As the church and interns partnered together in 
ministry to the community, doors did not open immediately. As 
they persevered, God faithfully offered wisdom and direction, 
and used the interns as a bridge for relationship-building 
between church members and the community. The interns left 
at the end of the summer, but the relationships forged remain 
strong and continue to open doors in the community.  

Meanwhile, as Tra and Sanorris returned to UAPB in the 
fall, they took with them the “four-ones” challenge “Uncle” 
Larry had taught them. The challenge was to pray for one 
person for one minute at 1:00 for one month. Within a week, 
the challenge had spread throughout the BCM as students 
committed to praying daily for their lost friends. During the fall 
semester, 22 students came to Christ as a direct result of the 
prayers of students who realized that living out a life of daily 
surrender to Christ means taking the time and effort to go 
above and beyond the college student norm. 

CHURCH PLANTING

Several years ago, a group of believers in the Otter 
Creek community in Little Rock began meeting 
for prayer and Bible study. As they studied and 
prayed together, they also recognized the 
need to serve in tangible ways through 
community projects. What started 
as a local prayer and study group 
turned into a joint effort of this small 
group and members of Otter Creek 
First Baptist Church to establish 
Otter Creek Community Church. 
Within three years, this church has 
grown internally, begun to send out 
missionaries, and partnered with City 
of Refuge to replant Unity Bible Baptist 
Church in Little Rock. And it all began 
with a group of believers fully surrendered 
to step out of their comfort zone and choose 
to live the life that God intended, a life that 
rises above and beyond the norm of this culture 
with the intention of serving God and ministering to 
the local community. 

MORE MISSIONS MADE POSSIBLE  
THROUGH DIXIE JACKSON

GOING ABOVE 

AND BEYOND IS 

NOT JUST FOR 

SPECIFICALLY-

CALLED 

MISSIONARIES 

AND PASTORS. IT 

IS FOR EVERY BELIEVER 

IN CHRIST. IT IS TIME FOR ALL 

ARKANSAS BAPTISTS TO MAKE 

THE COMMITMENT TO GO ABOVE 

AND BEYOND, CHOOSING TO “BE 

STEADFAST, IMMOVABLE,  ALWAYS 

ABOUNDING IN THE WORK OF THE 

LORD, KNOWING THAT IN THE 

LORD [OUR] LABOR IS  

NOT IN VAIN.”

DISASTER RELIEF
Some Arkansans commit to going above and 
beyond at a moment’s notice. After undergoing 
appropriate training, Disaster Relief volunteers 
stand by ready to serve when news breaks of a 
tornado, flood, or other disaster. Coming together 
from all over the state, volunteers offer hot meals 
and muscle to help with clean-up needs. These 

services are offered along with the true 
help and hope needed by those who are 

struggling and hurting. Disaster Relief volunteers are trained to know how to 
share the love and hope of Christ in crisis situations. These volunteers are your 

fellow church members—men and women just 
like you who have learned what it 
means to abound in the work 

of the Lord, even in the 
most challenging 

times. 

Maurice Brister
Unity Bible Baptist Church

Little Rock
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GOING ABOVE +  BEYOND AS A CHURCH
PROMOTING THE DIXIE JACKSON OFFERING IN YOUR CHURCH

No matter your church style or size, intentionality and preparation are 
essential to en-gaging your church members in the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering Week of Prayer and in ongoing ministry opportunities. 
Utilize the planning guide and promotional material found here to prepare 
displays a month or so before the Week of Prayer, ensuring that church 
members have plenty of time to see and interact with this year’s theme. 
Here are a few specific ideas for engaging church members:

 ; Utilize the age-specific teaching plans during the Sunday school or 
discipleship training hour or during home groups. 

 f If small-group time is not a part of the natural flow of your church, 
plan a special one-day missions and ministry emphasis.

 f For small groups of mixed ages, be creative with the teaching 
plans! Begin with the introductory material from the adult teaching 
plan, then have fun together with activities or material from the 
youth and children’s teaching plans. 

 ; Organize cottage prayer groups to meet during the Week of Prayer. 
Seek volunteers to host these prayer groups in their homes, 
encouraging members to pray through the prayer guide together.

 ; Create a “Going Above + Beyond” station. Using colorful folders on a 
bulletin board, baskets on a table, or some similar receptacles, create 
labels with the following missions opportunities: 

 f Participate in the next Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip
 f Attend a Disaster Relief training session in your area 
 f Adopt an Arkansas church planter
 f Pursue an Arkansas missions project with the help of church 

leadership (Click here to find out how to connect your church with a 
large variety of missions projects around the state)

 ; Set out cards or small slips of paper with space for church members to 
write their name and phone number, then place in one or more of the 
receptacles.

 ; Create a tangible prayer reminder for your church members. This could 
be a refrigerator magnet or a sticker in the shape of a church, a bounce 
house, or a chain saw to reflect some of this year’s focal ministries. 
Encourage members to place the reminder where they will see it regularly 
during the Week of Prayer, prompting them to pray throughout the day. 

 ; Encourage your members to stop and pray for one minute every day 
at 1:00 p.m., using the prayer guide as a focal point for each day’s 
prayers. Also encourage them to continue  praying  throughout the year, 
focusing on missions in general and on the names of people in need of 
salvation. Be sure to encourage members to share how they are seeing 
God work! 

 ; Churches that take a single missions offering can adjust the above 
suggestions in the following ways: 

 ; Expand the “Going Above + Beyond” station to incorporate a variety 
of local, national, and international 
missions and ministry 
opportunities, and leave 
it up as a year-long 
emphasis.

 ; Use a stone or plastic 
jewel as a more 
generic reminder for 
members to pray year-
around for ministry and 
missions. 

The Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions 
Offering is grounded in more than 
just giving. Finances are a critical, 
practical need, but prayer and 

action are vital as well. Below are some 
ministry suggestions to encourage an active 
response in your church as you engage in 
prayer and giving: 

 ; Go online and visit absc.org/dixiejackson in 
the address bar to explore the ministry focus for 
your region and learn how to become involved with local 
churches. 

 ; Participate in an Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trip. As you promote the 
Week of Prayer and offering, encourage church members to pray for 
the upcoming event on October 7, 2017, an consider getting personally 
involved in the 2018 event. 

 ; Go online and visit absc.org/disasterrelief to find 
Disaster Relief training dates. Recruit members 

willing to register for the training and to 
join the Disaster Relief team. 

 ; Are there high school graduates in your 
church who sense a call to ministry? Click 

here  or go online and enter e4call.org/ 
to help them apply for a summer ministry 
internship. 

 ; Do you have a ministry leader willing 
and able to invest in a young man or woman 

interested in the ministry? Can your church 
participate in mentoring and training future 

minis-try leaders? You can request an E4Call 
student intern by visiting e4call.org.

 ; Are there church planters in your area? Find out how your 
church can step up and support them through prayer, community 
service, or joint block parties. Offer to help plan and staff a week of 
VBS for next summer. Provide scholarships to enable some of their 
youth to attend camp. Plan a work day to help maintain, improve, or 
even create their meeting space. 
 ; Take a survey of your church members. How many live in the 

immediate vicinity of your church? How many have a solid, 
evangelical church within two miles of their community? Create 
outreach plans for those communities. Here are some suggestions: 

 f Start with a home-based prayer group. Encourage church 
members to meet weekly to pray for open doors for ministry and 
evangelism in their community. Spend at least one month in 

focused prayer. 
 f Find community service needs and organize teams to go and 

work toward meeting those needs. Purpose to interact 
directly with the community on a monthly basis. 

 f Begin a home-based Bible study, inviting 
members of your community. 

 ; Teach your church members the “four ones” 
experience, as shared in the story of the 

E4Call interns who spent a summer in Gould. 
Stop each day to pray for one person for 

one minute at 1:00 p.m. for one month. 
Record and share how God is working 
through those prayers for salvation. 

 ; Visit absc.org/arkansasmissions 
to find missions opportunities in 
Arkansas that match the abilities of your 

congregation. Opportunities are available 
for individuals, families, and groups of all sizes. 

MINISTRY 
IDEAS

REQUESTS FOR ARKANSAS  

MISSIONS SPEAKERS
can be made by contacting:
Arkansas Baptist State Convention
Toll-free 800-838-2272 or local 501-376-4791, ext. 5150


LEFT TO RIGHT 
Gail Tolleson
First Southern Baptist Church, Bryant

Stephanie Wagner
Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock

Yvette Atkeison
First Southern Baptist Church, Bryant
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“THE MOVING IMMOVABLE FOLLOWER OF CHRIST”
By Wyman Richardson
Pastor, Central Baptist Church, North Little Rock

Text: 1 Corinthians 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

I. Our feet must be so deeply grounded in the Gospel of Jesus that we 
cannot be moved from it.

58a Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable

Supporting text:  James 1:5–8

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: “These are the people who decide to take 
up Christianity instead of being taken up by Christianity.”

II. Deep groundedness in the Gospel enables us to go above 
and beyond for Jesus!

58b always abounding in the work of the Lord

Supporting text: John 14:12–14

John Chrysostom: “We ought not merely to labor in the 
Lord but to do so abundantly, to overflowing.” 

III. True meaning and a lasting legacy are found 
only in Christ-focused Spirit-empowered efforts for 
the glory of God. 

58c knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

Supporting text:  Luke 12:16–20

C.T. Studd wrote:
Only one life, twill soon be past, Only what’s done for 
Christ will last.

Conclusion
William Carey:  “Expect great things from God; attempt great things for 
God!” Plant your feet deeply in the truth of the Gospel and then soar to 
new heights for Jesus!

The full text of this sermon is available online at absc.org/dixiejackson.

DISPLAY IDEAS
 ; Choose a location where church members tend to congregate for 

fellowship. Set up a viewing spot in that location and play this year’s 
videos on a loop for church members to see as they come and go. 

 ; Place a picture of a bounce house on one half of a large piece of poster 
board. On the other half, write your goal at the top. Beneath that goal 
write, “Help church planters, summer E4Call interns, and One Day 
missions events reach local communities!” Finally, note how many 

one-day bounce house rentals could be purchased (at approximately 
$200/day) based on your goal. 

 ; Set up a classic tin can-string telephone in your display area. 
Create a poster with wording such as “Who will answer 

the call to go Above and Beyond?” or “God can use 
anyone willing to answer His call!” Here are a 

couple of variations of this display that can be 
utilized, depending on your setup or church 

preferences: 
 f Use additional cans to collect loose 

change for the offering. 
 f Add the outline of a can to the 
poster with markings building up 

to your church’s goal. Color in 
portions of the can as progress 

is made toward the goal. 

SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media is a  powerful tool for finding and sharing information quickly 
and effectively. Here are some ways to use the Internet to prepare for and 
promote the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering emphasis and Week 
of Prayer. 

 ; Use Pinterest as a location for finding and sharing ideas. Create a 
“Dixie Jackson 2017” board and post pins with ideas for promotion 
and ministry. Share your pins publicly on Facebook, using the hashtag 
#abscdj2017, to make them easy for other churches to find. 

 ; Use the #abscdj2017 hashtag to search for and share promotional and 
ministry ideas on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

 ; Go online and visit absc.org/churchplants to see a list of current 
church plants around the state. Find a church planter in your region, 
and use the website and social media links included in their profiles to 
make connections and identify ways to partner with them in prayer and 
ministry. 

 ; Provide church members with a list of great social media accounts to 
follow. If you have a church social media account, use it to share some 
of the posts from these accounts. You might consider sharing posts 
from these sites:

 f Dixie Jackson and E4Call on Facebook 
 f ABSC Missions Team on Facebook and Twitter
 f Arkansas Baptists and ABSC Church Planting Team on Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram
 ; Use the following hashtags to find Arkansas missions events and 

ministries: 
 f On Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, search for hashtags such as 

#e4call and #abscdisasterrelief to see and share what is going on 
around the state. 

 f Choose a hashtag for your church’s missions 
events and experiences. Encourage 
your church  members to use the 
hashtag every time they post a 
picture or status related to your 
church’s ministry involvement. 
Also, tag Arkansas Baptists 
on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram.

 f Use #abscdj2017 to 
share pictures and 
updates related 
to this year’s 
offering, prayer 
emphasis, and 
state missions 
projects. 

SERMON 
OUTLINE

v



#ABSCDJ2017
Jennifer Allbritton
Southside Community Church 
Paragould



Arkansas Baptist State Convention
10 Remington Drive
Little Rock, AR 72204

$1
Provides tracts for Block Parties and Acts 1:8 One Day Mission Trips 

$5
Provides Bibles for mission trips across Arkansas

$10
Provides a pry bar for Disaster Relief flood recovery

$50
Provides medical supplies for medical and dental clinics across Arkansas

$100 
Provides Slip Disk Freebees with the Plan of Salvation on them  

to be used at Community Outreach events

$200
Provides resources to Pregnancy Care Centers

$300
Provides funding to place e4call Student Summer Missionaries across the state

$500
Provides tires for Disaster Relief Incident Management Trailer

$500
Provides funding to place Block Party trailers and supplies to assist ABSC churches

$1,000
Provides for cases of Bibles in Spanish and other languages as needed  

to reach the lost in Arkansas

$3,000
Provides a convection oven for Disaster Relief state feeding unit

$3,500
Provides for portable dental units for dental clinics

$5,000
Provides for tools needed to reach the Delta with Bibles, Block Parties,  

medical and dental supplies

WHAT YOUR  
OFFERING  
PROVIDES

Kim Puska, First Baptist Church , Benton


