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Dixie Jackson was born over 125 years ago in Louisiana. Her name sounds familiar because the Arkansas State Missions Offering was named for her many years ago.
This is Dixie’s story.

	Dixie Farrior grew up in Louisiana on a large farm called a plantation. She was born on May 6, 1860, just a few months before the Civil War began. Her family lived in the northeastern part of Louisiana where there was heavy fighting. The years during and after the Civil War were very difficult on the families in that area.

	When Dixie was 12 years old, her family moved to Dardanelle, Arkansas. Arkansas became her home. She made friends with many young people in Dardanelle. One special friend was James Jackson. Their friendship grew into love. Dixie was 18 years old when she and James were married in 1878.

	James and Dixie Jackson had a large, happy family of eight children. Mrs. Jackson was always busy taking care of her family. With such a large family, she had to learn to do more than one thing at a time. Still she found time to read and study the Bible. She later explained, “You should have seen me using one foot to rock the cradle, while I churned butter with one hand and held my Bible for study with the other.”

	The Jacksons lived in Dardanelle for 25 years before moving to Little Rock. Mr. and Mrs. Jackson lived in downtown Little Rock, and were members of Second Baptist Church. They were a busy, happy family.

	The older children grew up and left home, but two of the children were still young when Mr. Jackson became ill in 1912. He died a short time later. It was a sad and difficult time for Mrs. Jackson. Now she had to provide for her family. She wanted her youngest children to be able to finish school. Mrs. Jackson asked the Lord to help her do two things, to serve Him and to take care of her family. A short time later she found a way to do both.

	In 1914, Dixie Jackson was asked to become the leader of Arkansas Woman’s Missionary Union, and so she began 15 years of service leading in missions education and supporting missions. Today she would be called the Arkansas WMU Executive Director.

	Mrs. Jackson led Arkansas Baptists to study and pray for mission work within the state. Today this is called the Season of Prayer for Arkansas Missions.
Later an annual offering was begun to be used for mission work in Arkansas. About $1,000 was given in the first offering.
	Dixie Jackson became ill one winter. Her friends were concerned as she grew more ill. She was 68 years old when she died in 1929. She lived a happy life in service to God. She helped mission work in Arkansas develop and grow. In honor of what she did for mission work and study in Arkansas, the state offering was named “The Dixie Jackson Offering for State Missions” in 1935.

	Dixie Jackson’s early years were shaped by the Civil War. Her husband died while she still had children to raise and educate. She faced many hardships, but she always wanted to do what God led her to do. In serving God, Dixie Jackson helped Arkansas Baptists tell others about Jesus.
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