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As a Christian parent, you have the opportunity disciple 
your children daily. Help them understand the life-
changing message of Jesus Christ. As John 3:16 (HCSB) 
says, “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His 
One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
Him will not perish but have eternal life.”

Think about the difference Jesus Christ has made in 
your life. If you are not sure about your relationship with 
Jesus, talk to your pastor or a godly spouse or friend.

The theme verse for the 2021 Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering and Week of Prayer is: “And the 
word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole 
region” (Acts 13:49 ESV).

Consider ways you can help your preschoolers 
understand how much God loves them. Use easy-
to-understand Bible stories, God’s creation that is all 
around us, and the love you show every day to your 
child.  First John 4:7 says, “Beloved, let us love one 
another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 
been born of God and knows God.”

Below you will find a story to share with your 
preschoolers, as well as a brief prayer guide and 
suggestions for some fun activities that you could do 
together.

PRAYER
Ask God to give you creativity and wisdom in telling 
your children about what happened when Saul met 
Jesus on the Damascus Road (Acts 9). Pray that He will 
help you grasp the life-changing work the Holy Spirit 
did in your life. Ask Him to one day lead your children to 
a genuine faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ.

LEARN TOGETHER
Introduce your children to some ways people are 
learning about God’s love through ministries supported 
by the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering and 
Week of Prayer. Scroll down to the last page to find 
some activity prompts and instructions. Links and 
pintables are included.

Find out more about the 2021 Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering and Week of Prayer, and learn 
about missions pioneer Mrs. Jackson herself, through 
resources available at absc.org/dixiejackson.

As you share the story, engage your children by doing 
motions they can copy. Use the following suggestions, 
or make up some motions yourself.

Pointing to your children and then to yourself, ask them, 
“Do you know how much I love you?” 
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Now hold your hands vertically in front of you and 
move them apart. Say something like: “more, and more, 
and more…”  You may want to stretch your arms behind 
your back and end with hugging your children.

Then say something like, “As much as I love you, God 
loves you even more!”

Let’s find some Bible verses that tell you about God’s 
love:

 7 “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that 
we should be called children of God” (1 John 3:1a).

 7 “Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me’.” 
(Matthew 19:14).

 7 “The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 6:23b).

_______________ (your child’s name), if I love you 
soooooo much (do your hand motions), how much do 
you think God loves you?

Help your children stretch their hands apart even more, 
then say something like, “Yes, I could never love you as 
much as God!” And He wants you to know all about his 
Son, Jesus.

Well, I want to tell you a true story about a man named 
Saul who was very mean to people who loved Jesus. 
He said bad things about Jesus and wanted to do very 
bad things to anyone who loved Jesus. 

But all of that changed one day when Saul was 
walking down a road. Suddenly, there was a very bright 
light! Think of how bright the light from a flashlight is 
(perhaps turn on a flashlight) and how much brighter 
the sunlight is (Look outside with your children on a 
sunny day. Do not look directly at the sun as this could 
harm your child’s eyes). 

The light that shone in Saul’s eyes that day was even 
brighter! Then he heard a voice and fell to the ground. 
The voice was Jesus’! Jesus asked Saul why he was 
so mean to Him. He said that when Saul was mean to 
those who loved Jesus it was just like he was mean to 
Jesus Himself.

When Saul rose from the ground—he could not see!

(Ask your children to close their eyes and put their 
hands over them. Say something like “No peeking.” And 
then ask what it might be like not to be able to see.)

Say to your children something like, “There is good 
news! After losing his sight for three days, God sent 
a man to help Saul. Saul was sorry for what he had 
done to followers of Jesus. For the rest of his life, he told 
others that Jesus is the Son of God (Acts 9:20).

And Saul could see again! 

(Ask your children to no longer cover their eyes, and 
then join you in clapping or jumping up and down.)

Saul spent the rest of his life telling others about how 
much Jesus loved them!

Baptist churches like ours spend some special time 
together every year to pray, give money, and tell 
people about Jesus. They do this all across our town/
city/state (help your children tell you the name of 
the town or city they live in, as well as the state of 
Arkansas). 

We give to a special offering that was named after a 
lady who lived in Arkansas a very long time ago. Her 
name was Mrs. Dixie Jackson (show Mrs. Jackson’s 
picture; see last page).

Money that we all give to the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Mission Offering helps start new churches. It helps 
students tell others about Jesus. When bad storms 
come that knock down trees and tear up houses, it 
sends helpers with supplies to fix things and to also tell 
hurting people about Jesus. And it helps churches like 
ours help people wherever we live. 

Money given to the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Mission 
Offering helps Arkansas Baptists like us tell others how 
much God loves them. We want everyone to know 
about Jesus!

PRAY TOGETHER
Let’s talk to God about the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering and Week of Prayer.

 7 First, let’s tell God how much we love Him!

 7 And let’s thank him for our church and for all of the 
churches in Arkansas.

 7 Now let’s ask God how we can spread the good news 
that Jesus loves us to our family and friends. What 
ideas do you have?
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PLAY TOGETHER
 7 Sometime after Jesus arose from the dead, he 
appeared to Saul. No wonder Saul was so frightened! 
He had been persecuting the followers of Christ.

 7 Although we are not celebrating Easter now, you 
may want to bake a batch of Resurrection Cookies 
with your preschooler. They are to make and can 
help your children understand that what is meant 
when we say “Jesus arose from the dead.”

 7 You can find many recipes online at 
absc.org/djlessons for Resurrection Rolls.

 7 The Bible tells us that memorizing Scripture is 
important, and it is never too young to begin doing 
this. Help your preschooler memorize Matthew 19:14a: 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me’”. 

 7 Preschoolers may not understand abstract terms 
such as the love of God. Ask your children how they 
can tell you love them (they might say something 
like you make meals for me, take me to church and 
school, etc.).

 7 Help your children think of ways God shows He 
loves them. Possible examples are: He has given 

us the Bible. He made the world and everything in 
it. He made boys and girls and moms and dads. 
He gives us day and night, the rain, sunshine, and 
snow…

 7 The theme verse for the 2021 Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering focuses on the ongoing spread 
of the Gospel. One Day: Serve Local is one of the 
highlighted ministries this year. God used this 
community outreach to connect a former pro soccer 
player from Brazil to a church in Searcy, Arkansas 
(Valley Baptist Church). 

 7 Download the coloring sheet at absc.org/djlessons. 
Help your preschooler color the country of Brazil 
and the state of Arkansas. Now help them draw a 
line from Brazil to Arkansas and talk about how the 
Word of God spreads.

 7 Help your preschooler pretend to be a swaying tree 
in a destructive storm. Clap your hands for thunder 
(cry out “boom!”) and sway back and forth. Finally 
fall to the ground. Now talk about the help that the 
Arkansas Disaster Relief volunteers give to those who 
experience damaging storms. Explain that some 
of the money given to the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering helps them help others and spread 
the love of Christ.
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