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PRAYER
 7 Pray that the Holy Spirit will teach you fresh truths 
that can be applied to not only the students’ lives, but 
also to your own.

 7 Remember that this year has been very challenging 
for Arkansas students. Perhaps you were not able to 
meet in person for last year’s Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Mission Offering.

 7 Pray for insight and creativity as you prepare the 
lesson and for wisdom and patience as you share it.

 7 Ask God for guidance as you consider how He 
might work through the 2021 Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering and Week of Prayer. Prayerfully 
consider how you and your students might respond.

 7 Before you teach this lesson, pray by name for each 
student in your group:

 7 That they’ll commit to engage with the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering and Week of 
Prayer in whatever way the Holy Spirit leads them. 

 7 That God’s power and promises will come alive for 
them through the stories shared in our missions’ 
spotlights. 

 7 That each of them will have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ.

 7 That they’ll be inspired to tell others about Jesus in 
their own sphere of influence.

PREP
 7 Consider the words of:

 7 Hebrews 10:23 (ESV)—“Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for he 
who promised is faithful.”

 7 Acts 13:32-33 (ESV)—“And we bring you the good 
news that what God promised to the fathers, this 
he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, 
as also it is written in the second Psalm,“ ‘You are 
my Son, today I have begotten you.’ ”  

God keeps His promises. He fulfills Scripture. 

 7 Read Acts 9:1–23 which tells about the conversion 
of Saul. Prior to his conversion, Saul had zealously 
persecuted Christians. Afterwards, he spent the rest 
of his life proclaiming that Jesus was the promised 
Savior. The Gospel changes lives. Just as it changed 
Saul’s life thousands of years ago, it still changes lives 
today. 

 7 What difference has a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ made in your life? Spend some time 
thanking God for His mercy and grace.

 7 Ask God to give insight to you as you study our theme 
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passage: “And the word of the Lord was spreading 
throughout the whole region” (Acts 13:49 ESV). How is 
the Gospel spread? (by His Word)

 7 Explore the 2021 Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions 
Offering and Week of Prayer resources that you 
will find at absc.org/dixiejackson. You can also 
find information about missions pioneer Mrs. Dixie 
Jackson.

 7 Decide how you are going to share the Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry (BCM) and Community Missions 
video segments during your meeting. Both have 
examples of people spreading the Gospel in their own 
sphere of influence. Help your students understand 
that they, too, can tell their friends, classmates, and 
teammates about Jesus. Like Pedro (Community 
Missions story) and Bekah (BCM) story, they can be 
missionaries right where God has placed them. 

PLAN
Your goals for group time: Use the theme passage 
(Acts 13:49) and video stories to help the students:

 7 Know the difference faith in Jesus makes in 
someone’s life on earth and in eternity.

 7 Understand the meaning of:

 7 Ignite
 7 Persecute

 7 Consider if they have a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ.

 7 Think of ways they can share the Good News with 
others.

 7 Realize their church is part of the Arkansas Baptist 
community.

 7 Understand how they can get involved in missions 
through the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering 
and Week of Prayer.

Use this lesson plan as a guide. Adapt it as the Lord 
leads you. Consider what your students and their 
families have been going through during the past year.

Start with an interactive game, such as the cup-
stacking race below.  Set a time limit of 5–7 minutes 
for this activity. 

 7 Cup stacking race (decide if the cups will form a 
tower or large pyramid.):  All you will need for this 
are inexpensive plastic cups and a table. Ask for two 
volunteers who will race one another at opposite 
ends of the table at the same time—each stacking 
their allotted cups. Each cup must touch another. If 
the cups fall, they must start over. Set a timer for 45 
seconds and begin the “race.” 

Time permitting, ask for two more volunteers to race, 
and then have winners “race” one another. 

There are lots of videos online about cup stacking 
contests. Find an example of this at absc.org/djlessons 

 7 To settle everyone down, ask the students to stand 
up with their arms crossed. Tell them to silently guess 
how long 30 seconds is and to sit down when they 
think the time is up. Have a timer go off at the end of 
30 seconds.

Then say something like, “Hearing the laughter is 
wonderful! It sure is fun to do things with friends! Today 
we are going to talk about someone who did not have 
any Christian friends until God really got his attention!”

Explain that Saul had been changed by God when 
he was on his way to persecute Christians. After God 
changed his life, instead of arresting followers of Jesus 
for their faith, He began to tell everyone about Him. 

Does anyone know what persecute means? (treat 
someone in a cruel way, especially for holding certain 
beliefs)

Does anyone remember what caused Saul to tell so 
many people about Jesus? 

A student may recall the story of Saul’s dramatic 
conversion on the road to Damascus. If not say 
something like: “Well, we are going to read some 
verses from Acts that will help you understand what 
happened.” 

“The Scripture we will focus on today is from Acts 9:4–9.” 
Read these verses yourself and ask the students to 
follow along.  

And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to 
him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And 
he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. But rise and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who 
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were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the 
voice but seeing no one. Saul rose from the ground, 
and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. 
So they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. And for three days he was without sight, 
and neither ate nor drank.”

Help the students visualize what happened to Saul by 
acting out these verses. Ask for volunteers. Choose one 
of them to pretend to be Saul and ask one or more to 
pretend to be “the men who were with Saul.” Review the 
characters and practice a few times until everyone is 
somewhat familiar with this story.  

 7 Scene:  Saul is on his way to arrest followers of Jesus. 

 7 People mentioned in Acts 9:4–9—Saul, men traveling 
with Saul

 7 Teacher:   “And falling to the ground, he heard a 
voice saying Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
me?” 

 7 Saul: (“falls” to the floor) says, “Who are you, Lord?”

 7 Teacher: “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
But rise and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do.” 

 7 Men traveling with Saul: (depending on the size 
of your class, choose one or several students to 
stand by Saul. Ask them to be “speechless” by 
standing with their mouth wide open)

 7 Teacher: “But rise and enter the city, and you will 
be told what you are to do.” 

 7 One or more of the “men traveling with Saul”—
lead Saul by the hand; Saul’s eyes are closed.

 7 Teacher: (Hold a sign that says Damascus)”Saul 
could not see anything at all—for three days! And 
not only that, he did not eat or drink anything for 
three days.” 

“But then … an amazing thing happened! At the end 
of three days a man named Ananias was sent by the 
Lord Jesus to heal Saul’s eyes. Saul could see again! 
Saul knew then that Jesus was indeed the Son of God!”

 7 Saul: “I can see!”

 7 You may have heard Saul referred to as Paul. That is 
because Saul and Paul mean the same thing. Saul is 
his Hebrew name while Paul is his name in Greek.

 7 Everywhere Saul went, he told people about Jesus! 
Jesus had changed his life on earth by restoring 
his sight. And when Saul confessed his sins and 
accepted Jesus’ payment for sin, he became a 
follower of Christ himself. 

 7 This week we are going to focus on Acts 13:49 “And 
the word of the Lord was spreading throughout 
the whole region.” It did not just spread throughout 
Jerusalem, but also to Rome, and throughout the 
entire world. It has even spread to our town and state 
today. Just think about that!”

 7 Like Saul, God wants us to tell others that Jesus is the 
Son of God. The Dixie Jackson Missions Offering and 
Week of Prayer helps Arkansas Baptist do just that! 
When you give to the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions 
Offering, and pray for its ministries, you help spread 
the 

 7 Gospel throughout our entire state. 

 7 Did you know that Arkansas Baptists join together 
on one day to share the Gospel all across our 
state? Let’s watch a video about One Day: Serve 
Local. You will hear how God worked through it to 
connect a local church and a professional soccer 
player.

 7 (Watch video)

 7 Introduce a class discussion by saying something 
like, “Pedro is using his athletic ability to reach others 
for Christ. What abilities and interests has God given 
you? How can you use your abilities and interests to 
ignite the Gospel in your school, neighborhood, sports 
team, etc.?”

 7 Another ministry we will focus on during the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas Mission Offering is called BCM 
(Baptist Collegiate Ministry). In it we will meet a 
college student named Bekah.

 7 (Watch video)

 7 What did Bekah learn about telling others about 
Christ at her own school? How does she get to really 
know others her age?

 7 Thinking of this, what could you do to tell others 
about the difference Jesus could make in their lives? 
Do your words and actions point to someone who 
loves Jesus and wants to follow His ways? 
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OPTIONAL WRAP-UP 
ACTIVITY: 
Make Salvation Bracelets
To close our time today, we are going to make some 
bracelets that can help you tell others about Jesus. Find 
resources on salvation bracelets at absc.org/djlessons.

If your students will make salvation bracelets, 
afterwards role-play sharing the Gospel with one 
another. 

Wrap up your group time with some closing thoughts 
and prayer.
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