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PRAYER
Ask God to help you clearly express the meaning of 
our theme passage, “And the word of the Lord was 
spreading throughout the whole region” (Acts 13:49 
ESV). Pray that the Holy Spirit will teach you fresh truths 
about this verse and help you apply it to your life.

 7 Pray for insight and creativity when you prepare the 
lesson and share it with others. 

 7 Ask God for guidance as you ponder how He might 
work through the 2021 Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering and Week of Prayer. Prayerfully 
consider how you will respond.

 7 Pray for each person in your group; if possible, pray 
for them by name: 

 7 That they will commit to engage with the Dixie 
Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering and Week of 
Prayer in whatever way the Holy Spirit leads them. 

 7 That God’s power and promises will come alive for 
them through the stories shared in our missions’ 
spotlights. 

 7 That they will be inspired to join in where God is 
working through Arkansas Baptists to share Christ 
in our state. 

PREP
 7 Read our theme passage, Acts 13:49. In this verse, 
we are reminded that nothing can stop the life-
changing message of the Gospel. 

 7 Now read Acts 9:1-23 which tells about the conversion 
of Saul. Prior to his dramatic encounter with the 
risen Jesus (Acts 9:4), Saul had zealously persecuted 
Christians. Afterwards, he spent the rest of his life 
proclaiming that Jesus was the long-awaited 
Messiah. The Gospel changes lives. Just as it changed 
Saul’s life thousands of years ago, it still changes lives 
today. 

 7 What difference has a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ made in your life? Spend some time 
thanking Him for His mercy and grace.

 7 If someone in your group is unsure about knowing 
the risen Savior consider sharing Scripture verses 
such as 1 John 5:12: “Whoever who has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 
have life.”

 7 Explore the 2021 Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions 
Offering and Week of Prayer resources that you’ll 
find at absc.org/dj. Learn about this year’s four 
highlighted ministries.  
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 7 Reach out to those in your group a week or two before 
you meet. You could send a group text or email, or 
write a brief post on your church’s Facebook page.

 7 Let everyone know you look forward to seeing 
them. 

 7 Share something encouraging to you about the 
theme passage or highlighted ministries.  

 7 Show the ministry videos during your time together. 

PLAN
The life-changing message of the Gospel cannot be 
stopped. And just as God called Paul and others to 
preach the Gospel, so too does He call you and those in 
your class to proclaim the way of salvation (Acts 16:17)— 
through words and actions.

When you give to the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions 
Offering, and pray for its ministries, you help spread the 
Gospel throughout our state. Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8).

Your goals for group time—Encourage others: 

 7 To consider what it means for ourselves, our state, 
and our world to tell others about Jesus. What 
difference does He make in one’s life … in a nation’s 
people … in eternity?

 7 To join God wherever He is working, beginning with 
the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering and 
Week of Prayer. 

Use this lesson plan word for word or simply as a 
guide—however it offers you the best support as 
you lead. For instance, the discussion questions are 
only meant to help you start a conversation. Don’t feel 
pressured to cover all of them. Do what works for the 
time and format available. You may even focus on one 
or two questions within each section. 

 7 And you might ask a few people to come prepared to 
answer a specific question. Doing this will help spark 
the in-person conversation.

 7 Begin your group time with a prayer. 

 7 Introduce the theme for the 2021 Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering and Week of Prayer: 
Ignite.

You could say:

As we look around the world today, we see countless 
problems. At times we may feel overwhelmed, as 
though no one has experienced such turmoil before. 
But Jesus told us that we would have troubles. In John 
16:33 He said, “… In the world you will have tribulation, but 
take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

Despite countless persecutions, Paul shared the Gospel. 
Its life-changing message of salvation could not be 
stopped then and it cannot be stopped now.

Read Acts 13:49 (ESV) to the group: “And the word of 
the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region.” 

Paul brought hope to Jews and Gentiles alike by 
sharing the Good News of salvation. He says in Acts 
13:47, “For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, ‘I 
have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may 
bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”

The Word of God ignited a movement that continues 
today! Yes, the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit 
ignites change in individual hearts and nations. That’s 
why Arkansas Baptists are linking arms to support 
ministries highlighted in the 2021 Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Missions Offering and Week of Prayer. God 
can work through us to spark a movement of his Word 
that changes lives and legacies.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will ignite a passion in our 
hearts to share the Gospel in homes, churches, 
communities, and the entire state. 

Introduce the 2021 Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions 
Offering ministry videos. 

During the week, Arkansas Baptists will highlight four 
ministries. They are featured in the 2021 ministry videos. 
(Show videos.) 

Based on your format and the time available to you, 
use these video summaries and questions to lead a 
group discussion.

Church Planting
God uniquely equipped Shane Ford to plant a church 
in Trumann, Arkansas, and begin a Celebrate Recovery 
ministry. After an encounter with Jesus broke the 
chains of addiction in his own life, he wanted to help 
others do the same. The night he gave his life to Christ 
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he told God, “Here’s a blank check. I’m just going to sign 
my name at the bottom. Whatever price that you want 
to write in is good with me.”

This promise began a journey that eventually led to 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention where he met 
with the Church Planting Team. When they asked 
Shane where he wanted to plant a church he chose his 
hometown—Trumann. Once prosperous, today most 
of the industry there has left, and many people have 
turned to drugs and made bad life choices. “The Gospel 
shines the brightest in dark circumstances,” Shane says.

Today God is working through Shane at the Maple 
Grove Main Street Campus in Trumann and through 
a thriving Celebrate Recovery ministry. “If it wasn’t for 
churches partnering and giving to the Dixie Jackson 
offering, we wouldn’t be here,” Shane says.

 7 How did an encounter with the living God 
change Shane’s life? In what way did God use the 
circumstances in Shane’s life to reach others for 
Christ. 

 7 Has God worked in a unique way in your life? 

 7 How has God used that experience to help you 
understand and share the Gospel with others?  

Disaster Relief
In August 2005 Hurricane Katrina made landfall off the 
Louisiana Coast. A Category 5 storm, it is considered 
one of the deadliest storms to ever hit the United 
States. Randy Garrett remembers it well. At the time he 
and five others went to help with disaster relief there.

Ten years later, in 2015, he became the director of the 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention Disaster Relief. 
Today he coordinates 50 disaster units that are 
deployed wherever there is a need. Arkansas Baptist 
volunteers cut downed trees, feed hungry people, 
assist with the aftermath of floods, and are the hands 
of Christ in countless other ways. But more importantly, 
they provide spiritual help in times of crisis.

Emergency equipment is ready to go because of 
generous giving to the Arkansas Dixie Jackson Missions 
Offering. “The generosity that we show as Arkansans in 
disasters is phenomenal,” Randy says. “There’s never 
been a time that we’ve had any issues about being 

able to deploy because we don’t have the resources.”

 7 Has disaster ever hit your family? If so, where did you 
find help?

 7 How can you, your family, and church support 
frontline Arkansas Disaster Relief volunteer workers 
through prayer? Imagine getting a call in the middle 
of the night and travelling hundreds of miles to help 
people whose homes and businesses have been 
destroyed. 

 7 How can you pray for the volunteers who sacrifice 
to help others? How can you pray for those who are 
suffering who need to know Jesus?

Community Missions— 
One Day: Serve Local
After moving to Searcy, Pedro and his wife were 
praying that God would show them where to go to 
church. A former pro soccer player from Brazil, Pedro 
wanted to use soccer as a ministry.

God’s plan for him began to come clear when 
members from Valley Baptist Church knocked on 
Pedro’s door. This happened on a Saturday known as 
One Day: Serve Local. Pedro and his wife were invited 
to visit Valley Baptist Church. They visited the church 
and later became members. Pedro was even baptized 
at the church! Then he partnered with Valley Baptist 
Church to host soccer camps with an evangelistic 
focus.

“We became really active in the church,” Pedro says, 
using “soccer and futsal [a football game] to really 
reach the community.”

 7 The Gospel knows no boundaries. Originally from 
Brazil, God is working through Pedro in the United 
States to share the hope of Christ. How did Pedro use 
his unique gifts to do this?

 7 What skills and abilities has God given you? How 
might He want you to reach others for Christ through 
them?

 7 How did God use One Day: Serve Local to answer 
Pedro’s prayer for a church?

 7 Have you participated in a One Day Acts 1:8 Missions 
Experience or One Day: Serve Local? If so, how did 
you see God work?
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Baptist Collegiate Ministry
When Bekah arrived on the University of Arkansas 
at Little Rock campus, she quickly got plugged into 
the Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM). She is actively 
involved with its International Friendship Outreach and 
became a close friend of a student from East Asia who 
had given her life to Christ. Sadly, her new-believer 
friend was tragically killed in an automobile accident. 

This impacted Bekah’s life and increased her desire 
to connect with internationals. She takes them hiking, 
spends time with them in other activities, and tries to 
work in Gospel conversations whenever possible. 

The Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering supports 
the BCM and its outreach to international students. God 
has literally brought the nations to us!

 7 Think back to a time in your life when you did not 
know Jesus. Why are you grateful to the person who 
shared Christ with you?

 7 What mission field has God given you?

 7 Do you know people from other countries in your 
neighborhood or workplace? How can you reach 
out to them and be their friend? How could you work 
in Gospel conversations and even invite them to 
church?

WRAP UP
End your group time with some closing thoughts and 
prayer. 

You could say: 

Acts 9:31 says: “So the church throughout all Judea and 
Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being built up. 
And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of 
the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.”

Just as God’s Word spread in Paul’s time, so it spreads 
today: from individuals and churches to friends and 
families to neighborhoods and towns. Like Paul, we too 
are called to share the Good News. 

We can pray that the Holy Spirit would ignite a new 
passion in each of us to tell others about Jesus. Pray for 
a true revival in not only our own hearts, but also our 
communities, state, and beyond. We need Jesus more 
than ever today!

Let’s commit to praying for the ministries highlighted 
this week, and for each other. Also pray for how he 
wants you to engage with the Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering and Week of Prayer. Will you do that? 

Before we dismiss, I’ll say a closing prayer.
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