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As a Christian parent, you have the opportunity disciple 
your children daily. Help them understand the life-
changing message of Jesus Christ. As John 3:16 (HCSB) 
says, “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His 
One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
Him will not perish but have eternal life.”

That message ignited a movement more than two 
thousand years ago that is continuing today. Acts 
13:49 (ESV), the theme verse for the 2021 Dixie Jackson 
Arkansas Mission Offering and Week of Prayer says, 
“And the Word of the Lord was spreading throughout 
the whole region”  

Yes, the Word of God can change the hearts of people 
and impact generations to come. That’s what it did for 
Paul. Think about the difference Jesus Christ has made 
in your life. If you have not told your children how you 
came to faith, do that today. And if you are not sure 
about your relationship with Jesus, talk to your pastor 
or a godly spouse or friend.

As you prepare to share the story below with your 
children, ask the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom. And 
remember, God loves your children. Matthew 19:14 says, 
“Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of 
heaven.”

PREP
Here are some ways you can prepare for this lesson:

 7 Think about our theme passage, Acts 13:49. In this 
verse, we are reminded that nothing can stop the 
life-changing message of the Gospel. 

 7 Read “Tips for Leading a Child to Christ” available at 
absc.org/djlessons

 7 Now read Acts 9:1–23 which tells about the 
conversion of Saul`. Prior to his dramatic encounter 
with the risen Jesus (Acts 9:4), Saul hated Christians. 
Afterwards, he spent the rest of his life telling others 
that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah. That is 
quite a change! The Gospel changes lives. Just as 
it changed Saul’s life thousands of years ago, it still 
changes lives today. 

 7 Find out more about the 2021 Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering and Week of Prayer.

 7 Also learn about missions pioneer Mrs. Dixie Jackson. 
Resources are available at absc.org/djlessons.
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LEARN TOGETHER
What good news have you and your children helped 
spread? For example, the arrival of a new brother or 
sister, an invitation to a birthday party or Vacation Bible 
School, the visit of a loved one…

We love to tell good things! So did Paul.

And the One he loved to tell about most was Jesus. 
That is because He changed his life. Help your children 
understand this by acting out what happened to Paul 
(Act 9:4–9).

 7 Set the scene: Saul is on his way to arrest followers of 
Jesus. Suddenly a very bright light shines around him, 
and he hears the voice of God.

Parent/Teacher:  Read Acts verse 4b: “Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting me?”

Child (acting as Saul—fell to the ground, puts 
hands over eyes because there was a blinding 
light): “Who are you,” Lord?

Parent/Teacher: “I am Jesus who you are 
persecuting.”

 7 Ask your children what “persecuting” means. (Paul 
was very mean to followers of Christ. He wanted to 
arrest them and hated them. You might want to ask 
your children what it means to be a bully and tell 
them that Paul was even worse than that.)

 7 Ask your children how Saul must have felt when 
the light blinded his eyes and he heard the voice of 
Jesus. Ex: scared, afraid of God because of how he 
had done bad things to those who loved Jesus, etc.

Parent/Teacher: There is good news! After losing his 
sight for three days, God sent someone to help Saul. 
His name was Ananias. Saul was sorry for what he 
had done to followers of Jesus. For the rest of his life 
he told others that Jesus is the Son of God (Acts 9:20). 
And that same message has spread around the 
world. What is the name of our town/city and state? 
Has the good news that Jesus is the Son of God come 
here?   

God wants us to tell others that Jesus died for their 
sins. The Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering and 
Week of Prayer helps Arkansas Baptists do just that! 

Some of the money that people give to this missions 
offering helps people who start new churches. One of 
these churches is Maple Grove Main Street Campus in 
Trumann, Arkansas. 

Pastor _______________ (name of your pastor) tells the 
people who visit our church the same message they 
hear at Maple Grove: that Jesus has made a way for 
us to be in Heaven forever. It says in the book of John in 
the Bible (John 3:16): “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His one and only Son, that everyone who believes 
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

The Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering also helps 
people when a tornado, flood, or another disaster hits 
their home or community. There are lots of volunteers 
who are ready to help. Sometimes they travel hundreds 
of miles to do this. They often prepare meals for 
people, cut trees that have been blown down, and help 
repair damaged houses and churches. But the most 
important thing they do is tell people about Jesus.

If a disaster has ever affected your family, talk with your 
children about the people who helped you. 

Ask your children what they could do to earn money 
that they could give to the Dixie Jackson Missions 
Offering (ex: lemonade stand, do a special chore for 
you, etc.).

PRAY TOGETHER
Say something like, “As much as I love you, God loves 
you even more! He made you and wants you to tell 
others about His love for them, just like I am telling you.”

Let’s find some Bible verses that tell you about God’s 
love:

 7 “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that 
we should be called children of God” (1 John 3:1a).

 7 “Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me’” 
(Matthew 19:14).

 7 “The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 6:23b).

Ask your children if they know Jesus. If they say yes, ask 
them how they know this. If they say no, tell them what 
happened to you when you accepted Jesus’ free gift 
that gave you eternal life.
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Ask your children who they know who does not know 
Jesus. Help them pray for these people.

Now ask your children what they could do to remember 
to pray for people who are starting churches in 
Arkansas. What ideas do they have that will help them 
remember to pray for the Arkansas Baptist Disaster 
Relief team when destructive storms hit our state. 

One idea would be to draw pictures of a new church 
and/or of people coming to help after destructive 
storms. Put these drawings on the refrigerator to help 
your children remember to pray. When there is a 
disaster in Arkansas, mention it to your child. Pray as a 
family/group for the Disaster Relief Volunteers and for 
those they help who do not know Jesus.

How could we be missionaries in our own town? How 
can you help your friends and family know that Jesus is 
God? 

Find out more about the 2021 Dixie Jackson Arkansas 
Missions Offering and Week of prayer, and learn 
about missions pioneer Mrs. Jackson herself, through 
resources available at absc.org/djlessons.

PLAY TOGETHER
 7 After Jesus arose from the dead, he appeared to 
Saul. No wonder Saul was so frightened! He had been 
persecuting the followers of Christ.

Although we are not celebrating Easter now, you may 
want to bake a batch of Resurrection Cookies with 
your children. They are easy to make and can help 

your children understand what is meant when we 
say, “Jesus arose from the dead.”

You can find many recipes online at absc.org/
djlessons for Resurrection Rolls. 

 7 Examples: The Bible tells us that memorizing 
Scripture is important. 

Help your children memorize John 3:16, “For God 
so loved the world that He gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life.”

Write the entire verse on a white board and erase 
different words as your children repeat the verse. 
Then erase entire phrases and ask your children 
to say the verse. Finally, ask your children if they 
can repeat the verse to you.

Ask your children what it means to believe in 
Jesus. Then ask your children what it means to 
have eternal life. 

 7 Ask your children how they could help spread the 
Gospel. Who they would like to invite to church? They 
may want to invite their friends and their families to 
join them for church and for lunch afterwards. 

 7 Watch an online video about tornados such as: 
absc.org/djlessons.

 7 Make a wordless bracelet with your children that 
explains the Gospel by making a beaded bracelet. 
Find a short video and article on salvation bracelets 
at absc.org/djlessons.
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