DIXIE JACKSON

Arkansas Missions
PRAYER GUIDE

PRAYING FOR THE LOST IN ARKANSAS




HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

For nearly 100 years, the Dixie Jackson Arkansas
Missions Offering has brought believers together to
touch countless lives through prayer and generosity.

This week, you will meet ministry partners who have
been impacted by your prayers and gifts. You'll be
encouraged to pray for lostness in our state, your
church’s involvement in Arkansas missions, and
your own personal involvement in fulfilling the Great
Commission.

God is moving in new and exciting ways across our
state and we are grateful that you have joined us on
this journey.

Let's Pray Together.

“Now to Him who is able to do above and beyond all
that we ask or think according to the power that works
in us—to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”

EPHESIANS 3:20-21, CSB



DAY 1

A PRAYER OVER LOSTNESS IN OUR STATE

As the number of ‘nones’—those without a religious affiliation—has
grown to 18% here in Arkansas,* it is a reminder of the lostness that
exists all around us. Beneath familiar streets and in ordinary routines,
there are many who are living without the hope that comes through
Christ alone.

Our streets are lined with evangelical churches and our communities
are filled with Christian influences, yet proximity to the church is not the
same as a relationship with Christ. These are our neighbors, our
co-workers, those we meet at the grocery store, those who coach our
kids, and those who sit beside us in everyday life.

When Jesus saw the crowds, He was moved with compassion because
they were “harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd”
(Matthew 9:36). May we have that same compassion for the sheep in
our state without a shepherd—the student trying to find his identity in
academic success, the single mom struggling to find her purpose, the
family needing hope after experiencing unimaginable loss. All around
us are people who need the care of the Good Shepherd.

The need for the gospel in Arkansas is still great. As believers, we must
resist complacency and ask God to continually open our eyes to the
lostness around us. May our hearts break for what breaks His, and may
we faithfully pray for those who are far from Him.

*Statistic provided by pewresearch.org.

PRAYER POINTS

«  Pray for a heart to see the lostness around you. Ask the Lord to help
you see people not as interruptions or routines, but as souls deeply
loved by God and in need of Christ.

«  Pray for boldness and opportunity to share the gospel in your
everyday life.

«  Pray for men, women, and children across Arkansas to be drawn
to saving faith in Jesus Christ. Ask God to move in homes, schools,
workplaces, and communities here in our state.



DAY 2

A BLOCK PARTY THAT CHANGED EVERYTHING

Christopher Serpico never expected a block party to change the
direction of his life. After surviving liver failure in 2019, the Arkansas
father says he began confronting the life he had built as a self-
described militant atheist marked by addiction, anger and spiritual
emptiness. Near death and hospitalized, Serpico said he prayed for the
first time in years, asking for more time so he could be a better father
to his young daughter.

In the months that followed, Serpico’s wife, Amber, who grew up in
church, began feeling drawn back to faith. As the couple discussed
returning to church, Chris eventually attended a neighborhood block
party hosted by First Baptist Church in Monette as part of Arkansas
Baptists’ One Day Mission Trip.

At the event, Serpico met Pastor Jared Russell, who encouraged him
that no one is beyond God's grace. Later, Serpico surrendered his
life to Christ. Today, Serpico and his family attend church regularly,
participate in Bible study and describe a renewed sense of purpose
rooted in faith and community.

PRAYER POINTS

«  Pray for those in our communities who feel far from God, that they
would encounter the gospel in personal, unexpected ways.

«  Pray for Arkansas Baptists as they engage in local mission
opportunities like One Day - that these moments would open doors
for gospel conversations.

«  Pray for families who are spiritually exploring or divided in faith, that
God would draw entire households to Himself.

READ & WATCH CHRIS’ FULL STORY AT ABSC.ORG /D]



DAY 3

RAISING UP THE NEXT GENERATION FOR GOSPEL IMPACT

After placing his faith in Christ, Ethan Taylor felt a growing sense of
calling toward ministry and a desire to be equipped to serve others
well. That conviction eventually led him to pursue theological training
alongside hands-on ministry experience.

Today, Ethan serves with the Baptist Collegiate Ministry at the University
of Arkansas, where he spends his days building relationships with
students, mentoring young believers, and sharing the gospel in
everyday conversation. At the same time, he is pursuing theological
education through Cross Theological Seminary, growing in his
understanding of Scripture and strengthening his ability to serve in
future ministry settings.

The combination of academic training and campus ministry is
shaping Ethan’s development as a disciple-maker. It also places him
in consistent contact with students who are navigating questions of
identity, direction, and belief during a formative season of life.

In those moments, Ethan seeks to come alongside students as they
explore what it means to follow Christ in the context of their everyday
lives.

PRAYER POINTS

«  Pray for young leaders on campuses across Arkansas as they
share the gospel and build relationships with lost students.

«  Pray for God to continue raising up and calling students across
Arkansas into full-time ministry, shaping their hearts to respond
with obedience and faithfulness to wherever He leads.

READ & WATCH ETHAN’S FULL STORY AT ABSC.ORG /D]




DAY 4

BRINGING HOPE & HEALING IN TIMES OF DISASTER

Ron and Carolyn Knowlton have spent nearly their entire marriage
serving side by side, but in recent years their shared calling has
taken them into disaster zones across Arkansas and beyond through
Arkansas Baptist Disaster Relief, where they serve primarily in
chaplaincy and assessment roles.

The Knowltons respond to communities affected by storms and

other disasters, offering practical help, prayer, encouragement, and

a compassionate presence during difficult days. Their passion for
Disaster Relief grew through deployments that revealed both the
devastation disasters leave behind and the opportunities to minister to
those affected.

The Knowltons have seen firsthand how simple acts of service can
open the door to meaningful conversations and lasting relationships.
Whether helping a family begin the recovery process or praying with
someone facing uncertainty, they believe Disaster Relief is a powerful
way to demonstrate Christ’s love in tangible ways.

PRAYER POINTS

«  Pray for Arkansas Baptist Disaster Relief volunteers as they respond
to crises with compassion, wisdom, and the hope of Christ.

«  Pray that those impacted by disasters will experience God’s
comfort and be open to the love and truth of the gospel through
the care they receive.

«  Pray that God will raise up more faithful men and women to serve
through Disaster Relief, using their gifts to meet practical needs
and point people to Jesus.

READ & WATCH THE KNOWLTONS’ FULL STORY AT ABSC.ORG /D]



DAY 5

A PRAYER FOR YOUR CHURCH

Arkansas Baptists are made up of over 380,000 people in 1,400+
churches. With a little more than 3 million total people in the state, we
represent around one tenth of the population. If every single Arkansas
Baptist church took the Great Commission seriously, we would see a
radical transformation of souls in our beloved Natural State. How is
your church involved in sharing the Gospel around the state?

When your church gives to the Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions
Offering, statewide ministries are made possible, such as: One Day
Mission Trip, Connect Student Missions Weekends, Disaster Relief,
Engage Camp, Medical+Dental clinics, Baptist Collegiate Ministry, and
many more. If your church is not currently involved in at least one of
the mission opportunities available at the state level, it's time to get
involved!

Prayer is the engine that drives the mission of the church. Would you
take time today to pray for your church? On your own, it would be very
difficult to reach Arkansas for Christ. But when we all work together, the
mission of the church becomes possible!

PRAYER POINTS

« Pray that your church will recognize the need to be involved in
missions in your local area and statewide.

+  Pray that God will help the members of your church see every
person as someone deeply loved by Christ and faithfully share His
hope with them.

« Pray that your local representation of the Body of Christ would take
the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) seriously, knowing it is a
command and not a suggestion.



DAY 6

FROM LONELINESS TO CALLING: BCM’S LASTING IMPACT

Growing up in a broken home, Luis Chinos often felt alone, unloved, and
without purpose. Eventually, he encountered Jesus, who transformed
his life and gave him new hope. As he pursued his faith, God led him to
the University of Arkansas—Fort Smith, where friends encouraged him to
attend Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM™).

Though hesitant at first, Chinos found what he had been missing: a
Christ-centered community. Through BCM, he developed meaningful
friendships, grew in his faith, and experienced genuine care and
belonging. BCM became a spiritual family that helped connect him to
a local church, where he was baptized and began serving in ministry.

As Chinos grew, God began revealing a call to vocational ministry. A
summer internship and later service as a student missionary at his
local BCM confirmed that calling.

Today, Chinos serves in student ministry, helping young people
navigate challenges similar to those he once faced. His story is a
powerful reminder of how BCM, local churches, and the Arkansas
Missions Offering work together to reach students, build disciples, and
raise up the next generation of ministry leaders across Arkansas.

PRAYER POINTS

«  Pray for students in Arkansas who are currently like Luis once was:
lost, lonely, and in need of the gospel.

«  Pray that God will continue to use BCM to bring students to
salvation and help them get plugged into the local church.

«  Pray for young people discerning a call to ministry - that God
would provide clarity and direction.

READ & WATCH LUIS’ FULL STORY AT ABSC.ORG /D]




DAY 7

HONDURAS TO HOME: MEDICAL+DENTAL CLINIC MINISTRY

After serving on a medical mission trip to Honduras with First Baptist
Church McGehee, Martha Peacock returned home deeply impacted by
what she had experienced. As she and other team members shared
about the trip with their church, many found themselves asking the
same question: Why couldn't they do this kind of ministry in Arkansas?

When Peacock learned that Arkansas Baptists helps churches host
medical and dental clinics in their communities, she felt God leading
her to bring one to McGehee. She began making calls, gathering
information and trusting God to provide what was needed. Along the
way, there were challenges, but she remained committed to the vision
God had placed on her heart.

The result was a community-wide outreach hosted by First Baptist
McGehee that provided free medical and dental care while opening
doors for gospel conversations. Church members came together to
serve their neighbors, demonstrate Christ’'s love and share the hope of
the gospel. By the end of the clinic, 21 people had made professions of
faith.

PRAYER POINTS

«  Pray for God to burden Arkansas Baptists to meet needs in their
own communities. Ask God to help us respond to that burden with
faith, compassion, and a willingness to serve.

«  Pray for churches hosting Medical+Dental Clinic outreach
events. Ask the Lord to provide volunteers, medical professionals,
resources, and opportunities for meaningful gospel conversations.

«  Pray for lasting spiritual fruit. Thank God for the 21 professions of
faith in McGehee, and pray that those who trust Christ through
outreach ministries will grow as disciples and become active
members of local churches.

READ & WATCH MARTHA’S FULL STORY AT ABSC.ORG /D]




DAY 8

A PRAYER FOR GOD TO SEND YOU

Lostness is not just a distant problem overseas; it exists right outside
our church doors, in our rural towns, and across our growing cities.
God has placed each of us in a unique position to be His witness, and
He often answers the prayer, “Send someone,” with the words, “I am
sending you.”

As we pray today, ask God to make your heart available for whatever
He calls you to do. He may lead you to share the gospel with a
neighbor, serve someone in need, step into a time of crisis, or invest
in the next generation. Whatever the assignment, He promises to go
before those He sends.

The Dixie Jackson Arkansas Missions Offering helps create opportunities
for Arkansas Baptists to live out that calling in communities across our
state. As you pray today, ask God not only to send more workers into
His harvest but also to give you the faith and courage to simply say,
“Here am |. Send me.”

PRAYER POINTS

« Pray that God will reveal where He is calling you to step out in faith
and serve those around you.

« Pray for the courage to share the gospel faithfully and to use every
opportunity God provides to point others to Christ.

« Pray that God will give you compassion for those who do not know
Him and a heart that is ready to say, “Here am I. Send me.”



Dixie Farrior Jackson (1860-1929) was a
devoted Arkansas Baptist leader, wife, and
mother of eight known for her deep biblical
knowledge and passion for missions. After
moving to Little Rock in 1904, she served on
the executive board of Arkansas Woman’s

Missionary Union and became executive

director in 1914. Following her husband'’s

death in 1912, she continued faithfully leading
and encouraging women across the state.
Believing strongly in Arkansas missions, she
helped establish an annual week of prayer
for state missions in 1926. In 1935, the state
missions offering was renamed the Dixie
Jackson Offering in her honor.

LEARN MORE ABOUT DIXIE JACKSON’S
IMPACT AT ABSC.ORG /D]J




DIXIE JACKSON

AR
MISSIONS

OFFERING

Your gifts to the Dixie Jackson Arkansas
Missions Offering make an impact on
lostness in our state.

GIVE ONLINE

Visit absc.org/DJ

GIVE BY MAIL

Arkansas Baptist State Convention
10 Remington Drive
Little Rock, Arkansas 72204

Note: “DJAMO” in the memo line
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