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Early Childhood Conference

FBC Rogers | July 28, 2025




eLocation Informatione

The General Sessions, Breakfast, and Lunch will be in the Student Worship Room.
The Kids Church Area is located directly below the Student Worship Room.
Restrooms are located outside the Student Worship Room and the Kids Church Area.
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Explore Discover Grow 2025

To help ensure a productive and enjoyable experience, please be
mindful of the considerations provided in this program.
Schedulee

The schedule and course descriptions will guide you in choosing breakout sessions.

Considerationse

Please be mindful of others and our host church throughout the day. During the sessions,
please silence your cell phones. If you need to take a call, please step outside of the room
before answering.

Food Servicese

Coffee, juice, and a light breakfast will be served from 7:45-8:15 AM in the Student Worship
area. Lunch and snacks will be served in this area during the specified times in the program.

Documentatione

You will find a training documentation form and certificate at the back of the program
book. These forms are provided for attendees who need a record of their attendance for
professional development training hours. In order to receive credit for your training hours,
please have your center director submit your training documentation to the ABSC office
by September 1, 2025. To receive credit for attendance in a session, participants must be
present for the entire 1 hour session and include on your document the correct code word
provided by the presenter at the end of the session.

Evaluationse

At the end of the conference, place your EVALUATION FORM in the designated box by the
registration area as you leave. We appreciate your thoughts and opinions.

«Special Thankse

We would like to thank Pastor Wes George, April Brown, and the entire staff of First Baptist
Church Rogers for their hospitality and assistance in preparing for this conference.



Schedulee

7:45 AM Registration/Breakfast | student worship Area
8:30 AM General Session | Student Worship Area
This is the Day!...Shelly Chandler
9:45 AM Breakout Session 1
1st Choice:
2nd Choice:
11:00 AM Breakout Session 2
1st Choice:
2nd Choice:
12:00 PM Lunch & Networking | Student Worship Area
12:45 PM Breakout Session 3
1st Choice:
2nd Choice:
1:55 PM Breakout Session 4
1st Choice:
2nd Choice:
2:55 PM Snacks Available
3:00 PM Breakout Session 5
1st Choice:
2nd Choice:
4:00 PM Dismiss
Notese

+ The breakout schedule is located on the next page. An “X" in the column under the session fime
indicates the times the session is offered. The “target age” refers to the age-group focus for the session.
« A facility map is located at the front of the program to help you.



eBreakout Schedulee

SESSION TITLE ROOM TARGET AGE 9:45 11:00 = 12:45 1:55  3:00
Th_e Not So Perfect Plan 045 Al X
Erin Alexander
Creating a Preschool
Program/Ministry . X
Julia Armstrong & 248 Directors
Raelene McKinnis
Building Biblical Parent .
Partnerships 246 Dlrgg:g;’lieg K, X X
Maftt Brewer 9
Infa'nt Interachon§ & 048 Infants X
Environments April Brown
Cooperative Learning . ,
Lindsey Harrison-Bixler & 247 D|recs’rco|[]s<,)§l_sAPreeK, K, X
Jessica Coffelt 9
Active Learning . N
Lindsey Harrison-Bixler & 247 Directors, 2's, 3's, X X
. PrekK, K, School-Age
Jessica Coffelt
Ministering to Preschoolers with o
Difficult Behaviors 246 TOde'ng'C%\Zj : PereK' X X
Rachel Harwood ! 9
Toddler Be‘hqwors Explained 250 Toddlers, & 2's X X
Natasha Kile
Play Therapy 101
Emily Libertini & Sarah Wiles 252 Al X X
Music Matters Part 1 .
David Poemoceah Kids Church  PreK, K, & School-Age X X
Music Matters Part 2 .
David Poemoceah Kids Church = PreK, K, & School-Age X X
No Boo-Boos! Safety Aids for
Inside & Outside the Classroom 245 All X X
Emily Smith
Directors Roundtable .
Melissa Smith 233 Directors X
Teaching the Bible to
Preschoolers 250 2's, 3's, PreK, K X X
Brynn Talarski
Beyond ABC'’s Kristin Walker 248 Infants, Toddlers, 2's,
3’s, PreK

Essential Ingredients for Infants 939 Directors, Infants, X
& Toddlers Marcy White Toddlers
Sense of Place Marcy White 239 All X

0 1 H 1 '
Hooray for Constructive Play! 939 Directors, 2's, 3's, X

Marcy White

PrekK, K, School-Age




eBreakout Descriptionse

Descriptions are listed alphabetically by presenters’ last names.
Erin Alexander | owner, Organized by Erin

The Not So Perfect Plan - Matthew 11:28-30 | Category: All

Are you a first year teacher and need ideas for organizing your classroom, Meet The Teacher,
and the first day of school2 Join me as we talk through tips and tricks for all of your “firsts!” Also,
we will discuss the importance of spiritual health throughout the school year.

Julia Armstrong & Raelene McKinnis | First Baptist Church Rogers
KDO Asst. Admin/Preschool Ministry Coordinator | Preschool Assistant Director/KDO Admin

Creating a Preschool Program/Ministry | Directors

Creating a preschool weekday program/ministry with day to day administrative and
curriculum goals in mind while providing an environment that ministers to parents, children,
and staff as the main goal.

Matt Brewer | pPrincipal, First Academy

Building Biblical Parent Partnerships | Directors, PreK, K, School-Age

Participants will be equipped to develop strong, Christ-centered relationships with parents by
focusing on three foundational elements: shared mission and values, open and grace-filled
communication, and mutual trust with prayerful support. Rooted in Scripture and practical
strategies, this training will help educators foster unity between home and school, reinforcing
a partnership that honors God and supports the whole child—spiritually, academically, and
emotionally. Discover tools for initiating meaningful conversations, cultivating spiritual
alignment with families, and strengthening trust through encouragement and prayer.

April Brown | preschool Director, First Baptist Rogers

Infant Interactions & Environments | Category: Infants

Infant interactions and environments are critical o supporting healthy development. During
this breakout, we will discuss and strategize how to promote and maximize intentional
interactions with infants and how to focus on creating and optimizing their environment.

Shelly Chandler | Author & Speaker, Shelly Chandler Ministries

This Is The Day! | All

How can we rejoice in the routines of everyday lifee We must recognize that the God who
ordains our days is the one who sustains us throughout each moment. He is the Creator of all
our days and the source of all our joy.

Lindsey Harrison-Bixler & Jessica Coffelt
Out of School Time Quality Supports Coordinator, Arkansas State | 21CCLC Coach

Cooperative Learning | Directors, 3's, Prek, K, School-Age

This session provides strategies for effectively integrating interactive, collaborative, an
goal-oriented group work into programs for children ages 3 through school age. Engaging

in pairs or groups encourages children to be active, expressive, and increasingly self-directed
as they grow.



Active Learning | Directors, 2's, 3’s, PreK, K, School-age

This session offers practical strategies for actively engaging children ages 3 through school age
in their learning journey by providing meaningful, developmentally appropriate challenges
supported by strong adult guidance and encouragement.

Rachel Harwood | preschool Coordinator, First Baptist Rogers

Ministering to Preschoolers with Difficult Behaviors | Toddlers, 2’s, 3’s, PreK, K, School-Age

Equip educators, children’s ministry workers, and caregivers with practical tools for effective
classroom management while nurturing a Christ-centered environment. Participants will learn
how to create a structured, supportive, and loving atmosphere that fosters learning and
spiritual growth for all children, including those who require extra help to succeed.

Natasha Kile | Education Chair, NWACC

Toddler Behaviors Explained | Category: Toddlers, 2's

Toddler behaviors can often confuse and frustrate us, but when we understand the meaning
behind the behavior, we are better able to address children’s developmental needs. Come
discuss common toddler behaviors and get a better understanding of how we can support
young children’s social emotional development.

Emily Libertini & Sarah Wiles | Living Well Professional Counseling
Mental Health Counselor | Therapist

Play Therapy 101 | All

Playtime is a crucial component of early childhood development and can be therapeutic
for kids who struggle within the classroom. Discover the importance of play, and helpful
strategies to make learning both enjoyable and impactful.

David Poemoceah | Music and Theatre Teacher, Life Way Christian School

Music Matters Part 1 | PreK, K, School-Age

Activate the musicality in every child! Learn about developing pitch and pulse through
purposefully playful activities. Make the most of the opportunity we have in early
childhood to develop musical artistry with a biblical worldview.

Music Matters Part 2 | PreK, K, School-age

Continuation of Part 1 Activate the musicality in every child! Learn about developing pitch
and pulse through purposefully playful activities. Make the most of the opportunity we have in
early childhood to develop musical artistry with a biblical worldview.

Emin Smith | Abuse Prevention + Response Consultant, Arkansas Baptist State Convention

No Boo-boo’s! Safety Aids for Inside & Outside the Classroom | All

Kids like to wiggle, giggle, and squirm, and with this comes boo-boo’s. Explore safety aids
inside and outside the classroom so they can wiggle, giggle, and squirm, in a kid-safe
environment.



Melissa Smith | coc Director, Park Hill Baptist CDC

Directors Round Table | Directors

All directors are welcome to participate to share concerns, engage in problem-solving, and
network, while discussing current topics in weekday education.

Brynn Talarski | preschool Associate, First Baptist Rogers

Teaching the Bible to Preschoolers | 2’s, 3's, PreK, K

We will learn together how to clearly engage your classroom with intentional Bible Story
time, with techniques for 2s through K.

Kristin Walker | Licensed Counselor & Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant, Project PLAY

Beyond ABCs: Navigating Skill Building in Early Care Settings | Infants, Toddlers, 2's, 3's, PreK

Social and emotional skills are an important part of a child’s development. These include
making friends, taking turns, and understanding and managing emotions, etc. Since children
are not born with these skills, early childhood educators have the task of teaching them to the
children in their care. This fraining focuses on why skill building is important in early childhood
and provides strategies to teach these skills in early care settings.

Marcy White | project Coordinator, A-State Childhood Services

Essential Ingredients for Infants and Toddlers | Directors, Infants, Toddlers

What are the “essential ingredients” in your recipe for infant and toddler care? Come ready
to stretch your thinking as we consider the interactions and experiences that best support
learning and development.

Sense of Place | All
What makes a place meaningful and memorable? Let’s think together about what makes
each of our programs special and unique, and consider our goals for our spaces and places.

Hooray for Constructive Play! | Directors, 2's, 3’s, PreK, K, School-age

Blocks are perhaps the most powerful learning tools we can offer young children! In this
hands-on session, we'll explore the rich learning that takes place through constructive play
and consider practical ways educators can support, extend, and make space for meaningful
building experiences.
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2025 PLANNING TEAM

Erin Alexander | Trinity Baptist Church, Texarkana

April Brown | First Baptist Church, Rogers

Lisa Cobb | Geyer Springs First Baptist Church, Little Rock
Michelle Shannon | Cenftral Baptist Church, Jonesboro
Melissa Smith | Park Hill Baptist Church, North Little Rock
Emily Smith | Arkansas Baptist State Convention

Missy Williams | First Baptist Church, White Hall

Explore Discover Grow Conference is a ministry of the Arkansas Baptist
State Convention made possible through the Cooperative Program.

r Arkansas
BAPTISTS

For more information contact:
Evangelism & Church Health | 10 Remington Dr. | Little Rock, AR 72204
1-800-838-2272 | 501-376-4791 | absc.org/weekday





